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1. What role do institutions play in respondents’ assessments of justice related to water”
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Discussion
S & !‘ . Our findings demonstrate that, for these four cross-cultural sites, institutional rules play a vital role in people’s
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] | understandings of justice in local water situations. Additionally, we found that norms were crucial to understandings of
institutional injustice in the Bolivia site. Our findings highlight the ways in which institutional analysis can contribute to the
theoretical development of the environmental justice literature. In cases where formal rules are absent, inadequate, or
ignored, our analysis indicates the importance of examining the norms that govern resource distribution. New theories of
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Our analysis draws upon interviews collected as one component of the Global Ethnohydrology Study, a multi-year, multi-site study
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definitions and analyze the data. Then, we pretested and revised codes, and tested interrater agreement using Cohen’s kappa. We then opinions, findings and conclusions or recommendation expressed
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conducted two qualitative analyses of the coded data. First, we grouped coded statements by site to facilitate the identification of site-specific reflect the views of the National Science Foundation (NSF).

themes dealing with distributive, procedural, and interactional justice. In the results, we discuss three kinds of themes: core themes, subthemes,
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and periphery themes. Second, we examine the coded results to identify trends related to resource scar- city and development status.
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Specifically, we grouped the coded statements on two conditions: scarcity (semi/arid vs. water-rich sites) and development status (developing
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vs. developed).



